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the work is intended to be an elementary survey text-book of a 
popular nature, the necessity of avoiding profundity is apparent. 
Regarding originality, Mr. Brawley continues to explain: "Quota- 
tions are frequent, especially where statements are so final in 
their precision as to leave no chance for me to improve upon 
them". In this remark the author frankly states what we 
regard as a fault in his work: by leaning so heavily on the 
researches of others, he gives an impression that he is not writing 
out of the fullness of his heart. Following his policy, in Chapter 
III, out of 586 lines, 159 are quoted, not from the plays them- 
selves, but from the works of scholars, whether exhaustive works, 
text-books or recognized primers. These quotations form the 
most interesting reading in the chapter. Some of the quota- 
tions are a half-page in length. In the first two chapters, about 
one-sixth of the lines are verbal quotations from scholars, most of 
whom are alive. In later chapters, Mr. Brawley does not draw 
to such an extent on the words of others, although he is frank to 
admit that he has used many of the theories and ideas of experts 
on the drama. By these quotations, one learns to respect these 
authorities so highly that he is almost obliged to ask himself 
why a short popular history of the English Drama has not been 
attempted by any one of them. If one of the scholars, several 
of whom are living to-day, who could write an exhaustive his- 
tory of the drama, should produce a popular, elementary survey 
book of this kind, it would fill a real need. This need Mr. 
Brawley has recognized. By extracting the best thoughts of 
authorities on each period, he has compiled a fairly satisfactory 
survey book. By the hard standard that a new book should 
contain something new or something old said better, this book 
would suffer : but when one realizes that this is almost a pioneer 
work in its particular field, one must admit that as a compilation it 
is not without considerable value. L. W. F. 



Contemporary British Literature: Bibliographies and Study 
Outlines. By John Matthews Manly and Edith Rickert. New York: 
Harcourt, Brace & Company. 192 1. Pp. xviii, 196. 

This timely handbook provides brief biographical and biblio- 
graphical notes concerning more than two hundred contempo- 
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rary British poets, dramatists, novelists, short-story writers, essay- 
ists and critics, and in many cases makes thoughtful suggestions 
intended to promote the reader's study of some particular au- 
thor's style, interests, tendencies, or group affiliations. The 
arrangement is convenient and the format attractive, although 
there are rather too many misprints and some more serious 
errors. While appreciating the difficulty of including all the 
important names, we regret to find no mention of Laurence 
Housman, Winifred M. Letts, Frederic Manning, Sir Ronald 
Ross, "Rowland Thirlmere", Miss C. Fox Smith, and others, 
nor do we understand why no reference is made to the poetic 
work of Eden Phillpotts. 



The Sacraments. By The Rev. Francis J. Hall, D. D., Professor of Dog- 
matic Theology in the General Theological Seminary. New York : Long- 
mans, Green & Company. 1921. Pp. xv, 331. 

This is the ninth in a series of ten volumes of what is an- 
nounced as "The Long Desired Anglican Summa of Doctrine", 
by the distinguished Professor of Theology in the General Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

It is "dedicated to the Blessed Memory of Peter Lombard, 
whose work it was to crystallize the definition and enumeration 
of Sacraments in Catholic Theology". It is an admirable presen- 
tation of Anglo-Roman doctrine, based largely on the writings 
of St. Thomas Aquinas. It treats fully of Baptism, Confirma- 
tion, The Holy Eucharist, Penance, Holy Order, Holy Matri- 
mony, and Unction of the Sick. 

The fact that the English and American Prayer Books do not 
provide any forms of service for the ministration of Penance and 
The Unction of the Sick is noted, but not very convincingly ex- 
plained. Naturally, the author makes little or no reference to 
the Fathers of the English Church in the sixteenth century, al- 
though a few selections from Hooker would show very plainly the 
true Anglican position on the whole subject of the Sacraments. 

True to its own logic as the treatment is, it takes some posi- 
tions that seem both historically questionable and psycholog- 
ically reactionary. Charles L. Wells. 



